UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington. D.C. 20231 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



09/216,214 12/18/98 HAVEMANN 

r 



R 



TI-21570 



MM42/0910 



~1 



EXAMINER 



JACQUELINE J GARNER 
TEXAS INSTRUMENTS 
P 0 BOX 655474 M S 3999 
DALLAS TX 75265 



TRAN,T 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2811 
DATE MAILED: 



09/10/99 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or 
proceeding. 

Commissioner Of Patents and Trademarks 



PTO-90C (Rev. 2/95) 



1- File Copy 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 
09/216,214 


Applicant(s) 

Havemann 


Examiner 

Thien Tran 


Group Art Unit 
2811 











□ Responsive to communlcation(s) filed on ■ 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since tills application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits Is closed 
in accordance with the practice un6ex Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 month(s), or thirty days, whichever 
is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 



Disposition of Claims 

Kl Claim{s) 1-9 



Is/are pending in the application. 



Of the above, claim(s) 3-7 
□ Clalm(s) 



IS Clalm(s) h 2, 8, and 9 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

Is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawlng(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on Is Clbpproved disapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement Is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*Certified copies not received: ^ 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 



Attachment(s) 

Kl Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

!X! Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restriction 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1-2 and 8-9 in Paper No. 4 js 
acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. Both claims are incomplete and defective since they depend on non-elected claims 3 
and 6. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371© of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

5. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Arai (US 
5,841,174). 

Arai discloses the claimed integrated circuit transistor structure (Figs. 5C, 3 A) comprising 
a crystalline semiconductor channel region; a gate dielectric 303 overlying the channel region; and 
a conductive gate 308 overlying the gate dielectric, the gate having sidewalls; a metal silicide 309; 
wherein the gate dielectric 303 has thicker portions near the sidewalls of the gate than under 
central portions of the gate (Fig. 3 A); wherein the thicker portions have a thickness contour from 
a starting point interior to the gate due to a lateral oxidation in a Box atmosphere at 850^ C. 

Conclusion 

6. Papers related to this application may be submitted to Technology center (TC) 2800 
by facsimile transmission. Papers should be faxed to TC 2800 via the TC 2800 Fax center 
located in Crystal Plaza 4, room 4-C23, The faxing of such papers must conform with the 
notice published in the Official Gazette, 1096 OG 30 (November 15, 1989). The Group 
2811 Fax Center number is (703) 308-7722 and 308-7724. The Group 2811 Fax Center is to 
be used only for papers related to Group 2811 applications. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or any earlier communication from the 
Examiner should be directed to Thien Tran whose telephone number is (703) 308-4108. The 
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Examiner is in the Office generally between the hours of 8:00AM to 4:30PM (Eastern Standard 
Time) Monday through Friday. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Technology Center Receptionists whose telephone number is 308-0956. 



Tom Thomas 
Supervisoiy Patent Examiner 



tt 

Septembers, 1999 



